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Washington 


City  of  Washington,  the  Capital  of  the  United  Stat> 
the  Potomac  at  the  confluence  of  the  Eastern  b 
ndred  and  six  miles  from  Chesapeake  Bay,  has  an  ai 
pulation  of  about  three  hundred  thousand. 

■  Act  of  Congress  establishing  the  seat  of  the  heiKi 
ipproved  by  President  George  Washington  on  July 
II  the  han<ls  of  a  young  Frenchman,  Major  Pierre  Charles  L' 
;  selection,  although  for  many  years  the  plans  so  far  exceed 
tically  termed  "the  city  of  magnificent  distances 
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nmeiit  on  the  hanks  of  the  Potomac 
planning  of  the  new  Capital  was 
and  time  has  confirmed  the  wisdom 
iality  that  Washington  was  sarcas- 
,   Minister  from    Portugal   in    islti. 


During  the  years  immediately  following  the  wanton  burning  of  the  city  by  the  British  in  1 
grew  steadily,   but  it  was  the  Civil   War  which   gave    the  greatest    imjietus  to    growth 
momentum  which  has  never  been  lost  since  that  period. 

The  Washington  of  today  is  a  splendid  city  of  great  public  buildings,  siijierb  hotels, 
and  private  residences.  As  the  official  metropolis  of  the  National  (".overnmenl  and  the  li< 
(,f  (ifhce-holders,  great  and  small,  it  differs  in  every  respect  from  the  ordinary  American 
municipal  government  of  its  own,  being  only  a  geographical  spot  in  the  District  of  Co 
managed  by  three  commissioners  ap])ointed 

The  "  magnificent  distances  ' 
ol  broad  avenues  and  bcautihil 

here  and  there  the  sublime  architecture   of  an   immense   pub 
American  citi/en  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  great  Capita 
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In  the  Thomas  Circle,  at  the  junctiim  of  Vermon 
ChiekamauKa."  erected  by  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  h 
best  examples  of  the  genius  of  the  famous  American  sculptor,  .1.  Q.  A.  Ward 
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